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Notes on Learning Bellman Style 
When Dick was a young man, he liked his colleagues to think that learning came easy to him. 
Later on, he thought the better of his attitude. By then, he had students. He did not want to 
discourage them, so he made it clear that he had to work to learn, just like everyone else. He 
was a better student than most. He learned French and German, because most mathematical 
material published in his youth was in either of those languages. Later, he studied Russian, so 
he would not have to depend on translations. He developed a very broad base, covering many 
fields. He called mathematics the most wonderful game in the world. 
Dick thought that schools have the wrong approach to learning. In school, we are taught not 
to make mistakes, not to fail. He said that he learned more from his failures than from his 
successes. Trial and error opened up new avenues for him. He often said, “I lost a theorem.” 
Then he started over. 
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